The 12th International Conference on Frontiers of Polymers and Advanced Materials was held in Auckland, New Zealand, 8-13 December 2013. The ICFPAM conferences are typically held in developing countries, with the goal of supporting the local development of polymer and materials technology. While New Zealand is not usually considered a developing country, it is a remote location and the Auckland population a diverse one, so the presence of an ICFPAM conference with IUPAC sponsorship created a unique event for the country. The conference attracted over 500 participants from 40 countries, with over 400 travelling to New Zealand from overseas, and featured 17 plenary and keynote talks, 132 invited and 142 contributed talks, in addition to over 200 poster presentations.
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The program addressed major topics of interest in polymer science, advanced materials and technologies, within the following broad themes:
• From Synthesis to Advanced Materials Conference proceedings are being prepared for a topical issue of Pure and Applied Chemistry, and for publication in Molecular Crystals and Liquid Crystals. Conference delegates also had the opportunity to explore the West coast of Auckland, including its rainforests and beaches, during a half-day tour mid-way through the conference. The conference dinner at the Auckland Memorial Museum was also a highlight of the social functions. At the dinner it was announced that the next conference in the ICFPAM series would be held in Marrakesh, Morocco in mid-2015 (http://www. icfpam2015.com/). 
